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The Great Commandment by Darryn Zartman
Love is at the center of all Christian doctrine and teachings. Love manifests itself in very real ways 
and we must constantly be on guard to not think away love into being a mere idea or abstraction. 
Love cannot live in the vacuum of thought, but love finds its life in practice. It is all too easy to say 
that one has a "love for mankind" and yet not love a single man. 

We must first love Love itself, and only then can we properly love each other as instructed by the 
Lord. Christ was asked by the Pharisees "Master, which is the great commandment in the law?" to 
which Christ replied "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets."

A careful examination of the passage shows that God, who is Love, must first be loved. With this 
love in place then one is able to do what is "like unto it," to love your neighbor as yourself. So, let us 
first manifest this love for God in our hearts by learning to love Love. Loving your neighbor is 
caught up in the same action of loving God. Once one learns to love God, one will  then find 
themselves manifesting this love for God in the real Love of their neighbor. Saint Maximos the 
Confessor states, "The person who loves God cannot help loving every man as himself, even though 
he is grieved by the passions of those who are not yet purified. But when they amend their lives, his 
delight is indescribable and knows no bounds."

Today we say that we must love each other for a reason: that in order to love one another we must 
first be provoked to do so. The weakness of today's love is founded upon rationalizations, the "I 
love you for your smile, for what you do, for who you are." Christian Love is something much more 
irrational.  Christian Love manifests itself without cause, instead it sees its life in simply loving 
Love. Christian love finds its reason in its own irrationality. It is not to love one another for who 
they are, but to love one another for the sake of Love. In this way, we do not love another for their 
smile, their job, or what they can do. Rather, one could say that I love your smile and everything 
about you simply because I have loved you in the first place, unprovoked. 

To love the idea of love is not enough. We must love real and living humans in order to make real 
our love for God. Saint Maximos writes "Just as the thought of fire does not warm the body, so faith 
without love does not actualize the light of spiritual knowledge in the soul." One can have faith, 
but without real physical love, it is "dead." Saint James writes "What does it profit, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but does not have works?                 (CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
Can  faith  save  him?  If  a 
brother or sister is naked and 
destitute  of  daily  food,  and 
one  of  you  says  to  them, 
‘Depart in peace, be warmed 
and  filled,’  but  you  do  not 
give  them the  things  which 
are needed for the body, what 
does it profit? Thus also faith 
by itself,  if  it  does not have 
works, is dead." Love, in the 
abstract,  is  nothing.  Love 
must be realized through real 
relationships.  So,  let  us  not 
merely  love  God  vainly,  but 
realize this love by loving our 
neighbor. The works of faith 
is this very love.

ON THE FEAST OF THE 
DORMITION (AUG 15)
From oca.org
The feast  of  the  Dormition 
of the Theotokos is the celebration of the fact 
that  all  men  are  “highly  exalted”  in  the 
blessedness of the victorious Christ, and that 
th is  h igh  exa l tat ion  has  a l ready  been 
accomplished  in  Mary  the  Theotokos.  The 
feast  of  the  Dormition  is  the  sign,  the 
guarantee, and the celebration that Mary’s fate 
is,  the  destiny  of  all  those  of  “low  estate” 
whose  souls  magnify  the  Lord,  whose  spirits 
rejoice  in  God  the  Saviour,  whose  lives  are 
totally  dedicated  to  hearing  and  keeping  the 
Word of God which is given to men in Mary’s 
child, the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.

It must be stressed that, in all of the feasts of 
the Virgin Mother of God in the Church, the 
Orthodox  Christians  celebrate  facts  of  their 
own lives in Christ and the Holy Spirit. What 
happens to Mary happens to all  who imitate 
her holy life of humility, obedience, and love.

USHERS SCHEDULE
More  volunteers  needed  for  Sundays.  Please 
see Shirley Coblentz for more information.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES IN RECESS
Sunday  school  classes 
will  be  in  recess  until 
September 1.

This  is  a  time  for  the 
children  to  participate 
in the entire Liturgy.

MAY AND JUNE 
ATTENDANCE
June average: 75 
May average: 76

JUNE 2019 GIVING
June profit: $2,952 
General Fund YTD: 
$61,328

UPCOMING 
READING GROUPS
Brandows’ (Sturgis) - 
August 4th at 5pm
West Goshen (Batsons’) 
- TBD
Wades’ - TBD

Shoopmans’ (South group) - August 25th at 
4pm
PROSPHORA SCHEDULE
Extra Prosophora is always needed. See Gloria to 
take your turn in making this special bread.

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 
CONTRIBUTORS
Please see Christopher for more information.

�  
PAGE �2

Upcoming Dates 
Mon., Aug. 5: Transfiguration Divine 

Liturgy at 6PM (bring grapes to bless)

Wed., Aug. 14: Dormition of the Theotokos 
(St. Mary’s Patronal Feast)— Divine Liturgy, 

6PM. Carry-in meal to follow services.

Thurs., Aug. 22: Hierarchical Liturgy at 6pm 
(His Grace Bp. ANTHONY visiting). 

Dinner to follow service

Thurs., Aug. 29: Beheading of John the Baptist 
(service TBD; strict fast day)

Sun., Sept. 1: Ecclesial New Year

Sun., Sept. 8: Nativity of the Theotokos. 
Carry-in meal to follow Sunday Liturgy

Fri., Sept. 13: Great Vespers at 6pm (Elevation 
of the Cross)

Sat., Sept. 14: Elevation of the Cross. Festal 
Orthros at 8am, Divine Liturgy at 9am 

(strict fast)

September Christopher

October Rdr. Matthew Whirledge

Aug 4 Shirley Aug 11 Batsons

Aug 18 Claudia Aug 25 Shirley

Aug 4 Batsons Aug 11 Myrna

Aug 18 Ron Dove Aug 25 Darryn

Sept 1 Curies Sept 8 Rachel 
Shoopman

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS
Epistle Gospel

Aug 4 Romans 15:1-7 Matthew 9:27-35
Aug 11 1st Corinthians 1:10-17 Matthew 14:14-22
Aug 18 1st Corinthians 3:9-17 Matthew 14:22-34
Aug 25 1st Corinthians 4:9-16 Matthew 17:14-23
Sept 1 1st Timothy 2:1-7 Luke 4:16-22

http://oca.org

	The Great Commandment by Darryn Zartman
	Upcoming Dates
	(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
	on the feast of the dormition (aug 15)
	ushers schedule
	Sunday school classes in recess
	May and June attendance
	June 2019 GIVING
	UPCOMING READING GROUPS
	prosphora schedule
	upcoming newsletter article contributors

