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Homily on the Healing of the Man Born Blind by Deacon Gerasimos Brandow 
Homily given on June 2, 2019
During the six weeks following Easter, Pascha, the Holy Resurrection, we read from the Gospel of John. 
Why do we do this? Because the theme of this Gospel is the divinity of Christ, that the eternal Son of God 
has come in the flesh. The Gospel of John, the last of the Gospels written, is St. John’s reflection upon the 
events of Christ’s life in light of his— and the apostle’s— experience of the Resurrection. Its purpose is 
evangelical, to shout out to the world the Divinity of Christ, not theoretically, but experientially: “And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” 

Today is the sixth Sunday of this reflection about the Divinity of Jesus. The Second Sunday of Pascha we 
reflected upon Christ’s appearance to St. Thomas and his confession of Christ as God. The third Sunday we 
reflected upon the Myrrhbearing Women, the first to experience the Resurrection. The fourth Sunday we 
reflected upon Christ’s healing of the Paralytic. The fifth Sunday we reflected upon the conversion of the 
Samaritan woman. And, now, the last Sunday before the Feast of the Ascension, we reflect upon the greatest 
proof of Christ’s Divinity, outside the Resurrection itself, the healing of the man born blind. 

The story of the man born blind is a story of the glory of God and the works of men cast upon the realms of 
light and darkness, of the seeing and the blind. In the first chapter already, St. John has introduced us to 
Christ as the light of the world. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it … That was the true light which gives life to every man coming into the world.” Now, in chapter 9, we 
see this light of Christ entering into the life of a man. We see in this, first of all, God’s work in the world, the 
work of the light that illumines all— “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” This is the first 
proof of Christ’s divinity, his identification with the light of the world. What is the second proof? Of course, 
it is the healing of the man’s blindness, a man born without eyes, for we have a recollection of an ancient 
verse in Genesis, “Then God formed man out of the dust from the ground, and breathed in his face the breath of life; and 
man became a living soul.” So, it can only be the living God who now, in this story, spits on the ground, makes 
clay and anoints the eye sockets of this man who soon comes back from the pool of Siloam rejoicing with 
two completely new eyes! 

But, how does this story reveal man’s work? Man’s work is revealed in the blind man’s response to Christ and 
we must discern in this our own response to Christ’s light in our lives. How did the blind man respond? 
First, he obeyed. He went to the pool of Siloam, washed as Jesus had commanded him and came back, 
seeing. Secondly, he believed. “And [Jesus] said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of God?’ He answered and said, 
‘Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking 
with you.’ Then he said, ‘Lord, I believe!’” (CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
Thirdly,  the  man  born  blind 
worshiped  the  Lord.  And,  lastly, 
the  man  bor n  b l ind  wa s 
courageous enough to witness  to 
his  community  truthfully  what 
the  divine  Christ  had  done  for 
him, and, for this, he was thrown 
out  of  the  Synagogue.  What  are 
the  works  of  men?  Obedience, 
faith, worship and witness. 

In  our  reading  today  in  St.  John’s  Gospel  we 
discover  an  undeniable  proof  of  Jesus  Christ’s 
divinity: his creation of two brand new eyes for the 
man born blind. Only God could do this. We also 
see  in  this  God’s  glory  revealed,  “full  of  grace  and 
truth.”  Christ,  as  Light,  il lumined  this  man 
physically,  but,  more  importantly,  illumined  him 
spiritually. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were 
born with physical sight, but proved themselves to 
be  spiritually  blind  for  they  mistook an  outward 
observance  of  the  Mosaic  law  as  righteousness. 
They  were  dead  and  blind  in  their  rejection  of 
Christ  as  the light  of  the world and rejection of 
him as the Lord of the Sabbath. 

Let us do the proper works of man, just as the man 
born blind did: obey, believe, worship and witness. 
Let  us  open  our  lives  ever  more  completely  to 
Christ’s  Light  as  Creator,  Redeemer and Lord of 
the Universe. Let us be witnesses to his glory and 
to his Resurrection!
The Kontakion and Oikos for today reads: 
“Since my soul’s noetic eyes are blind and sightless, I come 
unto Thee, O Christ, as did the man who was born blind. 
And in repentance I cry to Thee: of those in darkness Thou 
are the most radiant Light.” 
“Grant me a stream of ineffable wisdom and knowledge 
from on high, O Christ,  thou Light of them that are in 
darkness and Guide of all them that are gone astray, that I 
may tell of those things that the divine book of the Gospel 
of  peace  hath  taught,  to  wit,  the  miracle  that  was 
wrought upon the blind man; for though blind from birth, 
he receiveth the physical eyes as well as the eyes of the soul, 
as he crieth out in faith: of those in darkness Thou are the 
most radiant Light.” 

MAY 2019 GIVING
May loss: -$333.33 
General Fund YTD: $47,673
APRIL AND MAY ATTENDANCE
May average: 76 
April average: 88

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES IN RECESS
Sunday  school  classes 
will be in recess from 
June  9  through 
September 1.

This is a time for the 
children to participate 
in the entire Liturgy.

PROSPHORA 
SCHEDULE

Extra Prosophora is always needed. See Gloria to 
take your turn in making this special bread.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED— MOWING 
AND DOWNSPOUTS
Help  St.  Mary’s  maintain  our  beautiful 
property  by  mowing  the  grass  around  the 
church.  Find  the  sign  up  sheet  in  the 
fellowship hall.

Volunteers are also needed to help repair 
the downspouts. 

Please  see  Joe  Curie  or  call  him  for  more 
information: 574-606-7406.

UPCOMING READING GROUPS
Epistle to the Romans at Batsons’s - 7/7 at 5pm

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX 
ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION 2019
July 21-28. Registration now open!  
https://ac2019gr.org

SACRED MUSIC INSTITUTE
July 10-14 at Antiochian Village. Please speak 
to  Fr.  Matthew  or  Rdr.  Matthew  for  more 
information.

July 7 Joe & Sandy /
Olena

July 14 Myrna

July 21 Ron Dove July 28 Nate & Suetta
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UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS
Epistle Gospel

June 30 1st Corinthians 4:9-16 Matthew 9:36,10:1-8
July 7 Galatians 3:23-29;4:1-5 Matthew 6:22-33
July 14 Titus 3:8-15 Matthew 5:14-19
July 21 Romans 1:1-10 Matthew 8:28-34; 9:1
July 28 Romans 12:6-14 Matthew 9:1-8

Upcoming Dates 
Sun., June 30: Synaxis of the 12 Holy Apostles

Wed., Aug. 14: Formation of the Theotokos 
(St. Mary’s Patronal Feast)— Divine Liturgy, 

6PM

Sat., Aug. 22: Hierarchical Vespers (His Grace 
Bp. ANTHONY visiting)

https://ac2019gr.org
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