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The Raising of Lazarus by Metropolitan Anthony Bloom 
Homily given on April 5, 1969
We are at the threshold of Holy Week, but on thus threshold, we are filled with a great and joyful hope by 
the raising of Lazarus. The Lord is stronger than death, the Lord has overcome it; not only in the obvious 
sense in which it is manifested in the bodily raising of Lazarus, but in another sense which concerns us from 
day to day even more directly. God created man as a friend for himself, and this friendship is made closer 
and deeper by our baptism. Each one of us is a friend of God, as Lazarus was called, and in each one of us 
this friend of God once lived; lived by his friendship with God, lived by the hope that this friendship would 
become deeper, stronger, brighter. Sometimes this was in our early childhood, sometimes later, in our youth, 
but in each of us this friend of Christ lived. And then in the process of living, as a flower fades, as the forces 
of life, hope, joy, purity dwindle, so the strength of the Lord’s friend dwindles, and many a time we feel as 
though he is lying as in a coffin somewhere inside us. We cannot even say that he is resting, we have to say 
that the friend of the Lord is lying four days dead, stricken by a horrible death, whose coffin his sisters are 
afraid to approach because his body is already decomposing. Often our soul grieves over this friend, often 
Martha and Mary grieve over him; that side of the soul which by its vocation, in strength and abilities is, like 
Mary, capable of contemplation, of sitting in silence at the feet of the Lord, listening to every life-giving 
word and becoming alive and tremulous; and the other side, which could be like Martha capable of doing 
God's  work  with  inspiration,  in  truth  and  purity,  could  be,  not  a  worried  servant  —  but  capable  of 
transforming the most ordinary things by her love and care into the Kingdom of God, the manifestation of 
human and divine love. And so these two elements in us, the Mary and the Martha, the contemplative and 
the creative powers grieve over the death of Lazarus, the friend of the Lord. 
 
At certain moments the Lord comes near to us, and when we see him we are ready to exclaim with Martha 
"Lord, why were You not here when the struggle between life and death was being resolved, the moment 
when Lazarus was still alive though mortally wounded and could have been retained in this life. If you had 
been here he would not have died." But the Lord was here, He was here all the time when our soul was 
dying, and we heard his words "Do you believe that he will rise again?" With Martha we are ready to answer: 
"Yes, Lord, on the last day.' But Martha spoke with such hope. She said: “I always have believed, that you are 
the Lord and I believe that he will rise again on the Last Day”. Whereas we gloomily agree that on the Last 
Day he will rise again — but only when, as the Great Canon puts it, the Feast of Life is over and it will be 
too late to achieve anything on earth, too late to to live in faith and hope and the joy of ever-increasing love. 
But  the  Lord  gives  the  same  answer  to  our  hopelessness  as  He  did  to  her  perfect  hope:  "I  am the 
Resurrection and the Life, He that believes in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live." 
 
There is a further point. Martha did not know at that time that a few days previously Christ had told His 
disciples that Lazarus was sick unto death, did not know that He allowed him to die in order that he might 
rise again enriched with such experience so filled with the victory of God that nothing could ever shake him 
and so the Lord came and commanded Lazarus to rise from the dead. (CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
Here is the image for us: in each of us Lazarus is 
lying  dead,  vanquished  surrounded  by  our  often 
hopeless  grieving.  But  the 
Gospel  reading  just  before  the 
days  of  the  Passion  has  this 
message: "Do not fear, I am the 
Resurrection and the Life. The 
Lord's  friend  that  is  in  you 
whom you consider irrevocably 
dead can rise  again  at  a  single 
word  of  mine,  and  indeed  will 
rise again." So let us enter the days of the Passion 
with the hope, with the certainty that we are going 
towards the transition from the temporary to the 
eternal, from death to life, from our defeat to the 
victory  of  God.  Let  us  enter  these  days  of  the 
Passion with trepidation at the knowledge of how 
much the Lord loves us and at what cost He gives 
us  life.  Let  us  enter  with  hope  and  light  in  our 
hearts, and joy in the coming resurrection.

LIFE OF ST. ELIZABETH THE 
WONDERWORKER
Commemorated on April 24th
Saint  Elizabeth  the  Wonderworker  was  from 
Constantinople, and was chosen for the service of 
God at birth. It was revealed to her mother that 
the girl would become a chosen vessel of the Lord 
(Acts 9:15).
The parents sent their daughter to a monastery as a 
child. She grew up in an atmosphere of fasting and 
constant  prayer,  and  received  the  gift  of  healing 
physical and spiritual infirmities.
The sisters  chose her  to  be abbess  of  the Saints 
Cosmas and Damian Monastery. She wore a coarse 
hairshirt  all  year  round.  Her  body was  chilled  in 
winter,  but her spirit  blazed with ardent love for 
God.
The  saint’s  asceticism was  very  strict.  For  many 
years she ate only grass and vegetables, but would 
not partake of bread, wine, or oil. Many times Saint 
Elizabeth ate nothing at all during the forty days of 
the Great Fast. Imitating the Publican in humility, 
for three years she did not lift up her eyes to the 
heavens, but she looked constantly to God with her 
spiritual eyes. At midnight prayers, the saint shone 
with a heavenly light.
Saint Elizabeth performed many miracles: a vicious 
serpent  was  killed  by  her  prayer,  she  healed  a 
woman with issue of  blood who had been ill  for 
many years, and she cast out unclean spirits from 

people. At her tomb many were healed of various 
illnesses, and the blind received their sight. Many 
were cured with just some earth from her grave.

We do  not  know exactly 
when  Sa int  E l izabeth 
lived,  but it  was probably 
between  the  sixth  and 
ninth centuries.
CHURCH DEEP 
CLEANING
Scheduled  for  Lazarus 

Saturday  (April  20th)  following  the  morning 
Liturgy. Come help us prepare the church for the 
Paschal celebration!

PROSPHORA SCHEDULE
Extra  Prosophora  needed  especially  this  month. 
See Gloria to take your turn in making this special 
Bread.

FEBRUARY 2018 GIVING
February loss: -$382.57 
General Fund YTD: $20,229

MARCH ATTENDANCE
March average: 81 
February average: 79

 
PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE
June  19-22  at  the  University  of  Il linois 
Newman Center in Champaign-Urbana 
Register  at  https://antiochianevents.com/
toledo.html

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX 
ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION 2019
July 21-28. Registration now open!  
https://ac2019gr.org

Apr 7 Batsons Apr 14 Myrna/Rachel

Apr 19 Audora/Ron Apr 27 
(Pascha)

Dn. Gerasimos

May 5 Curies/Mark May 12 Myrna/Rachel

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS
Epistle Gospel

Apr 7 Hebrews 6:13-20 Mark 9:17-31
Apr 14 Hebrews 9:11-14 Mark 10:32-45
Apr 21 Philippians 4:4-9 John 12:1-18
Apr 28 Acts 1:1-8 John 1:1-17
May 5 Acts 5:12-20 John 20:19-31
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Upcoming Dates 
Please see the March and April calendar 
hand-outs, or check the calendar on our 

website:  
https://www.stmarysorthodox.org/
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