
www.stmarysorthodox.org
�

March 2019

The Classical Language of Orthodoxy by Richard Worsham
Classical architecture describes a tradition of design and building that looks to the greatest examples of 
architecture as a means of accessing an intrinsic, transcendent truth. Over time, a long sequence of 
unique buildings and their designers were able to apply the concept of an ideal to particular and often 
wildly  different  places  and  circumstances  around  the  globe 
and over thousands of years. The shared general qualities of 
the classical tradition work together to provide us with the 
mysterious  understanding  of  an  intrinsic  and  transcendent 
content that is more powerful and beautiful than the form of 
any one building. In this sense, classical architecture has no 
style. It is rather an accidental and particular representation 
of the universal and transcendent here on earth.
The architecture of early Christian churches was typically on a very small scale and took place in simple 
domestic buildings which allowed for discrete worship.  However,  as  Christianity gained acceptance 
following Emperor Constantine’s conversion and proclamation of religious tolerance in the early 4th 
century, more expansive building programs became necessary. This new program in turn required a new 
architectural building type that could house a new liturgy and embody the authority of Christianity. The 
dominant religious building of the time, the pagan temple, was designed for ceremonies and sacrifices 
to take place outside on the portico. In contrast to this, the Church has from its earliest moments seen 
itself as an internal building with a door through which we enter at baptism. Thus, instead of looking to 
the pagan temple, the early Church, under the leadership of Constantine, took as its model another 
building type: the basilica. The basilica was developed by the Romans as a public courthouse and indoor 
place of business. Basilicas had a large central nave, often flanked by aisles, and were terminated in an 
apse were the magistrate or judge sat on a raised dais. 
Here  again,  the  liturgy  and  theology  of  the  Christianity  dictated  a  new architectural  language.  In 
contrast  to  the  highly  ornamented  exteriors  of  pagan  temples,  the  exteriors  of  the  first  Christian 
basilicas  were  usually  left  quite  plain  in  favor  of  highly  ornamented  and  rich  interior  treatments. 
Expensive marbles, precious metals, and mosaics caught the downward rays of light from the clerestory 
windows located high above rows of columns and provided a radical shift from the mundane life outside 
to a highly concentrated realm of spiritual splendor and meaning. Eventually, the combination of the 
early  Christian  basilica  and  martyrium building  types  resulted  in  a  completely  new and  uniquely 
Christian building type, the domed basilica, which reorients the building in a highly developed program 
of iconographic, liturgical, and chronological axes.
To build a new Orthodox temple is two invite God and the saints to dwell among us in single great icon. 
As Orthodox Christians we should be aware that, though classicism has existed prior to the founding of 
the Church and has been expressed in many forms, it has provided the vocabulary for the development 
of  a  truly  Christian  architecture  capable  of  translating  the  transcendent  glory  of  Heaven  to  our 
particular everyday life. 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LIFE OF THE HOLY MARTYR CONON 
THE GARDENER
Commemorated on March 5th
Verses 
You bore O Conon the marks of the nails of the Lord, 
Bearing  the  marks  of  nails  on  your  feet  you 
approached Him.
The  holy  martyr  Conon,  a  gardener  from 
Nazareth of Galilee, lived during the reign of 
Emperor  Decius  (249-251).  He  left  Nazareth, 
bound for the city of Mandron in the province 
of  Pamphylia.  Once there,  he sojourned in a 
place called Karmela or Karmena. He resumed 
his  work  of  cultivating  a  garden  where  he 
would  grow  a  variety  of  vegetables,  and, 
thereby, he was able to sustain himself.
Conon was a simple and guileless man. When 
the deputies who were ordered to apprehend 
Conon because he was a Christian arrived, he 
greeted them all with his heart and soul. His 
captors  then  revealed  that  he  was  being 
summoned to appear before Governor Puplius. 
Conon innocently remarked: "What does the 
governor require of me, for I am a Christian? 
Let him invite them that are of like-mind and 
worship the idols."  Whereupon,  the deputies 
bound  Conon  and  brought  him  before  the 
governor,  who  then  proceeded  to  encourage 
Conon to  sacrifice  to  the  idols.  Conon then 
sighed  from  the  depths  of  his  heart.  He 
rebuked  Puplius  for  his  folly  and  confessed 
that  he  was  of  the  Christian  Faith.  He 
explained  that  it  was  impossible  for  him to 
renounce  his  Faith,  though  he  undergo  ten 
thousand torments.
At  this  point,  Governor  Puplius  condemned 
Conon  to  harsh  punishment.  His  feet  were 
pierced with nails, and he was tied behind the 
governor's chariot. The martyr was then forced 
to run quickly behind. After a while, the Saint 
was  dragged  on  his  knees.  The  path  was 
littered with sharp stones which tore at him, 
and he became covered with wounds. Though 
terribly lacerated, he continued to pray to God 
all the while and then surrendered his soul in 
the hands of God.
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX 
ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION 2019
July 21-28. Registration now open!  
https://ac2019gr.org

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY
March 17th. Lenten carry-in meal after Divine 
Liturgy.  Please  bring  nonperishable  items for 
The  Window  (they  especially  need  peanut 
butter!)
GRASS MOWING
Spring and Summer approaching. Please speak 
to Joe Curie if you want to volunteer to mow 
the grass on the church property.
READING GROUPS
Southern Group: 3/31 at Nicole Schwalm’s 
West Goshen: 3/24 4:30PM at Batson’s 
Goshen Waterford Mills: 3/24 5pm 
PROSPHORA SCHEDULE

There  needs  to  be  extra  Prosphora  in  the 
refrigerator at all times. See Gloria to take your 
turn in making this special Bread.
DECEMBER 2018 GIVING
February loss: -$382.57 
General Fund YTD: $20,229
FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE
February average: 79 
January average: 78

 
NEXT NEWSLETTER
Please  get  information  to  Christopher  by 
March 27th!

Mar 10 Myrna Mar 17 Audora/Ron 
Dove

Mar 24 Deb French Mar 31 Gabriela

Apr 7 Batsons Apr 14 Myrna/Rachel

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS
Epistle Gospel

Mar 10 Romans 13:11-14;14:1-4 Matthew 6:14-21

Mar 17 Hebrews 11:24-26;32-40 John 1:43-51

Mar 24 Hebrews 1:10-14;2:1-3 Mark 2:1;12

Mar 31 Hebrews 4:14-16;5:1-6 Mark 8:34-38;9:1

Apr 7 Hebrews 6:13-20 Mark 9:17-31
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